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9/29/22 3OVERDOSE RESPONSE STRATEGY PUBLIC HEALTH | PUBLIC SAFETY |  PARTNERSHIP

• Drug Intelligence Officer, New England HIDTA
• HIDTA/CDC Overdose Response Strategy

• City of New Haven, CT Department of Police Service
• CT State Police – Statewide Narcotics
• Shift Commander
• Commander Robbery/Burglary Unit
• Commander Homicide/Cold Case Unit

• BS Criminal Justice – POST university
• MS Crim Investigations – University of New Haven
• MS Addiction Policy – Georgetown University

Robert F. Lawlor Jr.
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The Overdose Response Strategy is an 
unprecedented and unique collaboration between 
public health and public safety, created to help 
local communities reduce drug overdoses and 
save lives by sharing timely data, pertinent 
intelligence and innovative strategies.

What is the Overdose 
Response Strategy (ORS)?

Visit us at 
ORSprogram.org!
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Marijuana Laced with 
Fentanyl

Fact from Fiction
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Aftermath of Positive Result

• Fall of 2021 – Positive Result
• Simultaneous but independent Public Health and Law Enforcement Investigation
• Findings – Unintentional Cross Contamination 
• CT Forensic Lab – went back and re-examined marijuana samples (1yr) 

• : No findings of fentanyl

• CT State Police State Wide Narcotics Task Force each month for a full year 
conducted Intelligence buys of Illicit Marijuana across CT: No findings of cannabis 
w/fentanyl

• CT Forensic Lab has agreed to expedite any suspected marijuana/fentanyl cases at 
our (CT-ORS) request. 
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The Headlines 
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Nark II Pouch 

MX908 
NARK Tubes Pendar  

TruNarc 
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Limitations of Presumptive Drug Testing 
in Law Enforcement

 Unintended Misinformation in Drug Evidence
• Law Enforcement often relies on presumptive field test for drug identification
• These tests are not definitive and frequently produce false positives and 

false negatives
Why are these tests unreliable

• Chemical Cross-Reactivity – Many substances trigger incorrect results
• Synthetic Drug Evolution – Constantly changing formulas outpace libraries
• Handheld Devices – Limited accuracy, unable to detect new chemicals
• Environmental & Human Factors – Contaminants, lighting, and 

Interpretation errors impact results
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THC + Fentanyl in Toxicology Does NOT Prove 
Laced Cannabis

Key Message:
Finding both fentanyl and THC in a toxicology report does not mean the 
cannabis was laced with fentanyl.
• Why this matters:

• Toxicology shows what was in the person’s body, not how or when it was taken.
• THC stays in the body for days to weeks, while fentanyl metabolizes much faster.
• Co-use is common, especially among people who use multiple substances. This is 

not the same as cross-contamination.

Bottom Line:
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Proving Contamination Requires Testing the 
Product Itself

• The Gold Standard:
• To prove cannabis is laced with fentanyl, you need to test the actual 

cannabis.
• This means using:

• Forensic lab testing of seized materials
• Community drug checking programs using FTIR, or mass spectrometry

• What the Evidence Shows:
• Large-scale forensic testing of seized cannabis has found no consistent 

evidence of fentanyl-laced marijuana in the U.S. drug supply.
• Community drug checking programs have found no cases of fentanyl in 

cannabis.
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Just My Opinion:

This issue is being co-opted by both the ‘Pro-
enforcement’ side and also Pro- Safe Supply’ 
side. 

Leading to a lot of mix messaging and confusion. 
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Finishing up: 

• Economically & Intellectually Drug Trafficking 
Organizations lacing/mixing cannabis with fentanyl 
makes no sense

• You can never discount what the end user does 

• There is zero legitimate evidence that this is occurring 

• Toxicology Results are not Forensic lab results 
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Thank you!

Bobby Lawlor
Drug Intelligence Officer

rlawlor@nehidta.org 

mailto:rlawlor@nehidta.org
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