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What I1s the Overdose

Response Strategy (ORS)?

The Overdose Response Strategy Is an

unprecedented and unique collaboration between  [BliEzE.
public health and public safety, created to help n|'.||,
local communities reduce drug overdoses and V'“tt
save lives by sharing timely data, pertinent ORSprogram org!
intelligence and innovative strategies.
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> Marijuana Laced with
Fentany!|

Fact from Fiction
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OVERDOSE RESRONSE!

November 15, 2021

Marijuana with Fentanyl Awareness

Connecticut Overdose Response Strategy (CT-ORS)

The CT ORS and the Connecticut Department of Public Health, Office of Emergency Medical
Services received reports of overdose patients who exhibited opioid overdose symptoms and
required naloxone for revival. These patients denied any opioid use and claimed to have only
smoked marijuana.

Recent incidents where only marijuana use was reported but naloxone was required:

e July 2021 - 11 cases

* August 2021 -9 cases

« September 2021 - 9 cases

» October 1 - 26, 2021 — 10 cases

The reported incidents were dispersed across Connecticut. Several jurisdictions had multiple
overdoses with opioid symptoms attributed to marijuana, however no pattern was detected. In
early October 2021, Plymouth, Connecticut had several overdose incidents where naloxone was
required for revival and patients claimed to have only smoked marijuana. At one of these
overdose scenes, Plymouth Police Department was able to secure a sample of the marijuana for
testing at the state laboratory.

The Connecticut Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection, Division of Scientific
Services Forensic Lab confirmed that the sample of marijuana obtained by Plymouth Police
Department tested positive for the following:

s Delta-9-Tetrahydrocannabinol
e Marijuana
« Fentanyl

This is the first lab confirmed case of marijuana with fentanyl in Connecticut and possibly the first
confirmed case in the United States.

REgpoNs®

Marijuana with Fentanyl Awareness
Connecticut Overdose Response Strategy (CT-ORS)

January 18, 2022

UPDATED INFORMATION

Federal and State partners reviewed the 39 suspected incidents where only marijuana use was
reported. The review revealed that in at least 30 of the 39 incidents, the patient(s) had a history of
opioid use, previous opioid overdose, exposure to multiple substances, or other mitigating factors.

The State of Connecticut Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection, Division of
Scientific Services Forensic Lab reviewed all marijuana plant samples submitted to the lab from
July 1, 2021 to November 30, 2021, and found no other manjuana submissions containing
fentanyl,

The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) Lab confirmed the presence of fentanyl in the
marijuana sample analyzed by the State of Connecticut Department of Emergency Services and
Public Protection, Division of Scientific Services Forensic Lab submitted by Plymouth Police
Department in early October 2021.

Based on the information gathered since the posilive confirmation of marijuana with fentanyl, the
CT ORS assesses that the positive confirmation of marijuana with fentanyl was likely an
unmintentional centamination and an isolated incident.
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rAftermath of Positive Result

* Fall of 2021 — Positive Result
®* Simultaneous but independent Public Health and Law Enforcement Investigation
®* Findings — Unintentional Cross Contamination

® CT Forensic Lab — went back and re-examined marijuana samples (1yr)
® : No findings of fentanyl

e CT State Police State Wide Narcotics Task Force each month for a full year _
cc;]pdl%ctecll Intelligence buys of lllicit Marijuana across CT: No findings of cannabis
w/fentany

® CT Forensic Lab has agreed to expedite any suspected marijuana/fentanyl cases at
our (CT-ORS) request.
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The Headlines

HEWS

After Norwalk PD seize fentanyl-laced cannabis, chief
warns of 'alarming' rise inillegal cannabis

By Kalleen Rose Ozanic, Stoff Writer
O, ®®®
Updated Aug B. 2024 4.24 p.m.

Fentanyl-laced marijuana, horse tranquilizer, and nitazenes
listed as top emerging drug threats in US

By Anna Glaritelll February &, 2025 3:39 pm

NuggMD
A https://www.nuggmd.com » blog » fentanyl ...

Fentanyl Laced Weed: How to Tell If Weed is Laced ... ¥
Jul 22, 2024 - In this article, we'll clarify what laced cannabis is, identify basic ways %
you can tell if your cannabis has been tampered with, and detail steps you can take
to get medical help if you suspect you have been exposed to laced ...

Addictions
https.//www.addictions.com > blog » yes-marijuana...

Yes, Marijuana Laced with Fentanyl is Causing Fatal Overdoses

Fentanyl in Laced Weed How to Know If Weed Is Lace... Is Marijuana La >

A dangerous and insidious trend has emerged, putting countless lives at risk.
Fentanyl, a potent opioid, is being added to a variety of drugs, including marijuana.
This deadly practice has led to a surge in overdoses across the country. It is
important to know how to tell if weed is laced.

See more on addictions.com

) Medical News Today

https.//www.medicalnewstoday.com » artic...
Fentanyl laced marijuana: Risks, dangers, and more
Feb 17, 2023 - People who have concerns about fentanyl-laced cannabis can
reduce their risk by buying legal cannabis and eliminate the risk by avoiding
cannabis.

Snopes.com
https.//www.snopes.com : fact-check : fen..

Is Fentanyl-Laced Marijuana Use on the Rise?

Claim: Fentanyl-laced marijuana use is a real and growing concern in the United
States.
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LSS 2022 Chemical ID Equipment Field Assessment Results

Gemini | Gemini - TruNarc | Gemini o~
FTIR I Pendar TruNarc Serstech LDID** | LDID** IonScan | MX908

True Pos 22%
26% 24%

43% 42% 42%

True Neg
False Pos | | | 3% 3% 3% 21%  19%  22%
False Neg | 1% 15% RO 6%
No 0, 0 0, L sS40 0, 0, 0,
lentiteation 297 41% 33% 33% 54% 47% 57% 57%
Not Testable 4% 6% 6% - 6% 8% 20% 27%
Number of
Library  ~12,000 ~13,000° ~11,000°  ~4,300° ~500 ~17,000" ~30 ~40° ~501  ~250  ~20
Entries

True positive — A correct identification of a controlled substance or list compound in a sample. This leads to a successful seizure, interdiction, and/or arrest.

False positive — An incorrect identification of a controlled substance/compound of interest that wasn’t actually present. This leads to false arrests.
True negative — No identification of a chemical of interest that did not contain any compounds of interest. This reduces unnecessary administration work, allowing for focus on true threats.

False negative — No identification of a controlled substance or list compound in a sample that did contain a controlled substance or list compound. This leads to drugs getting past CBP.
No Identification — The instrument gave an inconclusive result on the sample. This displays the instrument knows to not guess at a result. Higher percentage = less guessing.
Not testable — The compound was not suitable to be tested on the instrument (due to color. composition. etc.). This shows the range of different sample types the instrument can be used on.

* Compounds were tested and scored hibrary agnostic. Dark green being the best and dark red is being the worst. Scale is relative and resides within a grven row. For this i 3 ithi
Limited assessment, based off the combined true identifications and the number of false pesitives, the 11 instruments tested have been tested at least 222 tmes Color Gradient UGIatWE' within |'C|W:|
Better Score Poor Score

**] owDoszelD (LDIDY) mstruments less than 222 samples tested, at least 123 samples tested - --

T Denotes the ability to create a user library

U8, Customs and
. Border Protection
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Limitations of Presumptive Drug Testing
In Law Enforcement

Q, Unintended Misinformation in Drug Evidence

 Law Enforcement often relies on presumptive field test for drug identification

 These tests are not definitive and frequently produce false positives and
false negatives

AWNhy are these tests unreliable
 Chemical Cross-Reactivity — Many substances trigger incorrect results
e Synthetic Drug Evolution — Constantly changing formulas outpace libraries
e Handheld Devices — Limited accuracy, unable to detect new chemicals

 Environmental & Human Factors — Contaminants, lighting, and
Interpretation errors impact results
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THC + Fentanyl in Toxicology Does NOT Prove
Laced Cannabis

Key Message: _ _
Finding both fentanyl and THC in a toxicology report does not mean the
cannabis was laced with fentanyl.

* Why this matters:

* Toxicology shows what was in the person’s body, not how or when it was taken.
* THC stays in the body for days to weeks, while fentanyl metabolizes much faster.

* Co-use is common, especially among people who use multiple substances. This is
not the same as cross-contamination.

Bottom Line:
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Proving Contamination Requires Testing the
Product Itself

e The Gold Standard:

* To prove cannabis is laced with fentanyl, you need to test the actual
cannabis.

 This means using:
* Forensic lab testing of seized materials
e Community drug checking programs using FTIR, or mass spectrometry

e What the Evidence Shows:

* Large-scale forensic testing of seized cannabis has found no consistent
evidence of fentanyl-laced marijuana in the U.S. drug supply.

e Community drug checking programs have found no cases of fentanyl in
cannabis.
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rJust My Opinion:

This issue Is being co-opted by both the ‘Pro-

enforcement’ side and also Pro- Safe Supply’
side.

Leading to a lot of mix messaging and confusion.
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rFinishing up:

- Economically & Intellectually Drug Trafficking
Organizations lacing/mixing cannabis with fentany!
makes no sense

« You can never discount what the end user does

« There Is zero legitimate evidence that this Is occurring

- Toxicology Results are not Forensic lab results
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Thank youl!

Public Health/Public Safety
Partnership

Bobby Lawlor

Drug Intelligence Officer
rlawlor@nehidta.org
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